Chabot College

Online Course Proposal Form

2009-10  

Course Title & Number: PSYC 2 Introduction to Psychological Methodology


Faculty Name: Andrew Pierson
Course Delivery Method (check one):

⁫  Online (all instruction is online)

X  Hybrid online (instruction occurs both online and on campus)

⁫  Other (please describe)

First Semester To Be Offered:  Fall 2010

1. 
Input from Colleagues and Administrators

As you develop your proposal and build your course, please consult with your colleagues and do some background research, including the following:

X  a.  Meet with Instructional Designer (Lisa Ulibarri) for initial consultation and 
Blackboard training.    Date(s) completed: 2006
⁫  b.  Review similar courses.  Are similar courses offered online at other

     
colleges?  If so, note the college(s).
X  c.  Meet with your Division Dean and subdivision colleagues to secure preliminary  

     
support for offering this course via Distance Education.  Date completed: 2/09
X  d.  Consult with other faculty experienced in DE.  With whom did you consult?  

    
 __8/27/09, Estepa, Nijjar______________.  

X  e.  Review your completed proposal with your subdivision colleagues.  Attach a  
separate page listing attendees, meeting date, and a summary of the 
recommendations or reservations of your division/subdivision 

            8/27/09, Estepa, & Nijjar, approve.
2. 
Student Benefits
· How will this course meet student needs?  Are there learning opportunities made possible in an online or hybrid online course that might not be available in a traditional course?  
According to the 2009 publication, “Evaluation of Evidence-Based Practices in Online Learning: A Meta-Analysis and Review of Online Learning Studies” prepared by the  U.S. Department of Education (Means, 2009),  “recent experimental and quasi-experimental studies contrasting blends of online and face-to-face instruction with conventional face-to-face classes, blended instruction has been more effective, providing a rationale for the effort required to design and implement blended approaches.”  Blended instruction is equivalent to what we, here at Chabot, often refer to as “hybrid” instruction.  It should be noted that this meta-analytic study included the review and screening of more than 1000 empirical studies of online instruction.  This research suggests that blended/hybrid instruction has been shown to be more effective; this research is the primary reason for my proposing to develop this hybrid course.

3.
Course Content Delivery 

· The total number of contact hours in your course should approximate the equivalent number of hours required in an on-campus setting.  For example, a 3-unit course typically meets on campus for 54 contact hours of instruction, assessment, discussion, and group activities.  In the Carnegie unit system, students are also expected to invest two hours “outside of class” for every hour in class on reading, studying, preparing assignments, and other homework; these additional hours are not considered to be “contact hours”.  Account for the contact hours in your proposal.  

· What percentage of the course will be on-campus, if any?  What percentage of the course will consist of online lecture, video, podcasts, email, supplemental websites, CD-ROM, etc.?  
· Will any portion of your course be synchronous, requiring students to be online at the same time?  If so, describe those activities, and how you will provide flexibility for students who may be unable to participate at any given time.
This course will include 10 three hour on-campus meetings for a total of 30 contact hours.  The additional 24 hours of instruction will take place within our Blackboard site.  For the online portion of this course, students will communicate with the instructor by e-mail, upload assignments, link to internet resources, complete various online assessments, and participate in Discussion Boards through the Blackboard course website.  Additionally, students will utilize a variety of free internet websites to gather relevant information for our online discussions.  
A major source of learning for the online portion of this course will be the topic-driven community dialogue generated through student to student discourse using the Discussion Board feature of Blackboard.  The course is designed such that every student will be a regular participant in the community dialogue 


Contact Hours:




Face-to-face on-campus: 

30 hours




Online Discussion: 


14 hours




Web-based interactive experiences: 
4 hours




Web-based assessment (exams): 
6 hours







TOTAL:
54 hours





4. 
Nature and Frequency of Instructor-Student Interactions

· How and how frequently will you interact with your students?  This should include interactions with the entire class, providing feedback on assignments, and interventions when students are at-risk of dropping or failing due to poor performance or participation.
· For each type of interaction, describe why you believe it will be effective for this particular course. 

Keeping in mind that this course will meet on-campus for 10 three hour meetings, the online portion of this course is also interactive.  Students will respond to the instructor and each other through Discussion Board postings.   Through the Course Materials section of the website, students will have access to the instructor’s study guide to help students identify and focus on key elements of each week’s reading.  The key elements of the reading will be further reinforced through various internet activities, community Discussion Board questions, postings and responses, as well as written assignments submitted to the instructor.    Students will regularly participate in the class by posting Discussion Board contributions in response to a specific question posted by the instructor, completing the accompanying instructor’s study guide, and either submitting a writing/activity response assignment or completing a graded exam.  Students will be tested on material approximately every other week.
Along with emailing students who struggle or fall behind, for this course, the on-campus meetings will also provide an opportunity to “reach out’ to students who may benefit from additional support.
5.
Nature and Frequency of Student-Student Interactions

· Describe opportunities in your course for student to student interaction.  This may include discussions, group projects, peer review of assignments, and other approaches.  Consider how students interact in this course when taught on campus; how can you build this type of learning community online?
Again keeping in mind that approximately 55% percent of this course will take place on-campus, of the remaining 45% of the course that is online, most will be student-to-student interaction through guided discussion posts.  The discussion post assignments will be informed by the research cited just below.

Following the suggestion of Palloff and Pratt’s Lessons from the Cyberspace Classroom: The Realities of Online Teaching (2001) and others, online instruction portion of this hybrid course will be primarily asynchronous.  It has been suggested that compared with synchronous discussion, asynchronous discussion encourages a more reflective and thoughtful dialogue.  In addition, asynchronous discussion allows for a considerably more flexible schedule, thereby enhancing a strength of online learning.

Additionally, according to Means et al. (2009) “Online learning can be enhanced by giving learners control of their interactions with media and prompting learner reflection. Studies indicate that manipulations that trigger learner activity or learner reflection and self-monitoring of understanding are effective when students pursue online learning as individuals” (p. xvi).  In light of this research, discussion postings and other online assignments will reflect a balance of structure and flexibility; students will be guided by prompts and grading rubrics provided by the instructor, while at the same time students will be allowed meaningful control over their own interactions with online resources.  Guided by the research cited above, discussion posts and other online assignments will be designed to encourage “learner reflection and self-monitoring of understanding”.   

6. 
Assessment of Student Learning
· How will you assess learning in this course?  Given the nature of online courses, how does your assessment plan ensure a level of academic integrity with which you’re comfortable?  

· Describe how your assessment plan is consistent with your stated goals in the student benefits and student-student interactions sections of your proposal.  How will you provide feedback to students?
Student assessment will include several short papers submitted through the assignment feature, in-class individual presentations, in-class group presentations, graded discussion posts, and 6 online graded objective exams. 

7.
Technology

· Describe any special software or multimedia tools you plan to utilize in your course (Articulate, Camtasia, Captivate, Flash, podcasts, videocasts, etc.).  This is helpful to determine technology support needs.
I do not anticipate using special software for this course.
8.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

· Is any required video close-captioned?  Is any required audio accompanied by a transcript?  If you plan to use any multimedia (video, podcasts, specialized software), is that accessible to your students in terms of both software availability at home and on campus and accessible for students with disabilities?   Have you provided alt-tags for your key images used in your course?  Please meet with the DSRC if you need help in ensuring accessibility for your students.
As needed, I will work with the DSRC, the DSRC alternative media specialist or coordinator, and the Instructional Technology Center (ITC) at Chabot College to ensure the accessibility and usability of this course.
9.
Submit your proposal (electronic version via email and hard copy via campus mail)
             to the chair of the Committee on Online Learning.
Faculty signature:  _______________________________     Date:   _______________

Division Dean signature:  __________________________    Date:  ________________
